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As an aid to develol~ing the native food resources of Puerto Rico, a fishillg 
colony has been estaklished on Nona Island, 60 miles off the Puerto Rican coast, to 
tap supplies of fish in this deep offshore area, according to an announcement 
today 3y Secretary of the Interior Zxold IJ. I&es. 

Fish are traditionally one of the most important protein foods in the Puerto 
Rican diet, but the tsar has sharply curtailed imports of the staple salt cod and 
the native fisheries haire heretofore been iittle developed. 

Under the project sponsored by the Insular Government and carried out l:Jith 
the cooperation of the Interior Department’s Fish and ‘;i’i!.dlife Service and Division 
of Territories and Island Possessions, some fifty fishermen are Seiag established 
on liona Is&and to conduct fishing operations in nearby l:laters. 

Exploratory fishing recently completed by tile Fish and Wildlife Service sho\:L” 
that the l*iat?rs arouric? ?kxa. providi = so*~~‘:M,rhat hotter fi&i,r.g t&n th? ares ciosc 
to the coast of Puerto Rico. Also, boats based on I;ona will have easier access to 
the important offshore grounds for red snap:Ter, one of the principal species of 
the area. 

‘The fishing colony will occupy a camp formerly used by the Xational Youtil 

Administration and zCl1 also have the use of the Y.Y.A. launch ESPERAXA. The I:+ 
sular Goverxient Is exiiloratory fishing vessel V, D. lX?!IS will transport the fish 
from I~iOiEl t0 Xagcguez, P. I. The necessary fishing materials and food will be SW- .- 
plied to the fishermen at cost by the Insular Government. 
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